
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LR 39Apri l 3 , 2 0 0 3

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Connealy.

SENATOR CONNEALY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. LR 39
does urge President Bush and the Nebraska delegation of Congress
t o e n ac t a n a f f o r d ab l e , v o l u n t a r y Me d i c a r e p r e sc r i p t i o n d r ug
program that's available to all Medicare beneficiaries. T he
high cost of prescription drugs is a crisis in this country.
I t ' s e sp e c i a l l y he i no u s f o r l ow- i n co m e s e n i o r s . I n t he p a st ,
we' ve a d d r e s se d t h i s i s su e , b u t n ow i t ' s v i t a l t ha t t h e c ou n t r y
steps up and provides leadership. I introduced this resolution
o n beha l f o f t h e AAR P . Th e AA R P ha s i n t r od u c e d t h i s r e so l u t i o n
in other states around the nation. The President, in his State
o f t h e U ni o n , p l e dg e d $ 4 0 0 m i l l i o n o v e r t h e ne x t 10 y ea r s t o
modernize Medicare and provide a prescription drug coverage, but
ther e ' s a l i mi t ed t i me fo r t h i s t o g e t e n a c t ed . I t h i n k we ha v e
a smal l wi n d o w , a nd so we n e e d t o u r g e Co n g r e s s t o e n a ct t h i s a t
t hi s t i me . Th i s c o u l d sa v e t h e st a t e o f Neb r a ska u p t o
$ 9 mi l l i o n i n co s t s t h a t we ' r e co v e r i ng n o w, a nd I a sk t h a t y o u
support this resolution.

SPEAKER BROMM : Thank you, Senator Connealy. W e ' re open for
d iscu s s i o n o n LR 3 9 . See i n g n o l i g h t s , Se n a t o r Co n n e a l y , d o yo u
wish t o c l o s e ?

SENATOR CONNEALY: J u s t t o r e a d t he p e r t i ne n t wo r d s o f t he
resolution that the Leg islature u rges ena ctment o f an
affordable, voluntary Medicare prescription drug benefit that' s
avai l a b l e t o a l l Med i ca r e b en e f i c i a r i e s , r eg a r d l e ss o f wh e r e
they l i v e or wha t t yp e o f Me d i c a re c o v e r a ge t h e y s e l e c t ; a copy
of this r e solution t o be s ent to the President of the United
States and to each mem ber of the Neb r aska congressional
delega t i o n .

SPEAKER BROMM: Than k you, Senator Connealy. You' ve heard the
closing. Members, all in favor of LR 39 please vote aye., and
opposed na y Pl e a se r e c o r d .

CLERK : 3 0 . . .excuse me, Mr . President, 26 ayes, 0 nays on
adopt i o n o f L R 3 9 .

SPEAKER BROMM: T h e r e so l u t i o n i s a d o p t e d . We go t o t h e ne x t
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